
                                                                                          

                                       

                                                

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

February 6, 2024 

To: Madame Chair Kornheiser & Members of the House Ways 
and Means Committee  
From: Flavors Hook Kids Vermont Coalition  
Re: Support S.18 to Ban the Sale of Menthol and Flavored 
Tobacco  
 
Dear Madame Chair Kornheiser & Members of the Ways & Means 
Committee,  

The Flavors Hook Kids Vermont Coalition urges you to support S.18, 
the bill to ban the sale of menthol and flavored tobacco in Vermont and prevent the 
addiction of the next generation of Vermont kids.  

Our kids are in crisis. After the decades -long progress Vermont has made in 
reducing youth tobacco use, the tobacco industry is targeting our kids by using 
flavors to entice their use and fueling an epidemic.  

The tobacco industry knows that 95% of adult smokers start by age 21 and they are 
using menthol and other flavored products to target our kids and addict new 
customers.  

They know flavors hook kids. More than 8 in 10 youth who have ever used tobacco 
products started with flavored products. With 15,500 unique e -cigarette flavors, it’s 
no surprise that 89% of youth e -cigarette users report using flavored products and 
say that flavored products are a key reason for their use.  

The tobacco industry argues only older smokers use menthol cigarettes, yet the 
data shows young smokers, 12 -17 year olds, are the highest users of menthol 
cigarettes.  



Candy, fruit and menthol/mint flavored tobacco products are making the tobacco 
in du stry b illion s an d  are in cred ib ly appealin g to  kids.  

Th e 2021 You th  Risk Beh avior Su rvey sh ows th at even  wh en  stu den ts were learn in g 
remotely, an d  d idn ’t h ave social in teraction s with  o th er you th , still 23% of h igh  
sch ool sen iors in  Vermon t vaped  an d  30% d id  so  daily, in d icatin g likely ad d iction .  

Even  midd le sch oolers weren ’t immu n e with  7% of 8th  graders vap in g. Post-
pan demic, sch ool admin istrators are sayin g th e p roblem h as become even  worse. 

A UVMMC ped iatrician  reports h er teen age patien ts say th ey u se flavored  n ico tin e-
con tain in g vapes every day with in  5 min u tes of wakin g u p , con tin u e to  u se th em 
th rou gh ou t th e day, an d  it’s th e last th in g th ey do  before th ey fall asleep .  

Th is is a social ju stice issu e. Disparities in  access to  wealth , edu cation , h ealth  care, 
h ou sin g, tran sportation , an d  social su pport con tribu te to  h igh er tobacco  u se 
amon g man y commu n ities, in clu d in g LGBTQ+ Vermon ters, BIPOC, lower in come 
Vermon ters, an d  you th  an d  you n g adu lts.  

Th e tobacco  in du stry h eavily markets men th ol cigarettes in  th ese commu n ities, 
fu rth er d rivin g h igh er rates of tobacco  u se an d  resu ltin g in  h u ge d isparities in  
h ealth  equ ity. Th is is th e effect o f p redatory targetin g, n o t p referen ce.  

Th ere is n o  eviden ce th at flavored  tobacco  p rodu cts are h ealth ier, n or u sed  
su ccessfu lly for cessation . Th e eviden ce h owever does sh ow th at flavored  tobacco  
p rodu cts, in clu d in g men th ol cigarettes, are easier to  smoke, more likely to  add ict 
you th  an d  h arder to  qu it.  

Massach u setts passed  legislation  in  November 2019 elimin atin g th e sale of flavored  
an d  men th ol tobacco  p rodu cts an d  it is workin g. 

From 2019 to  2021, MA you th  smokin g rates decreased  from 4.3% to  2.9% an d  you th  
vap in g rates decreased  from 32% to  17.6%.  MA Adu lt cigarette  smokin g declin ed  
from 12.1% to  10 .6% an d  retailers h ave n ot gon e ou t of bu sin ess. 

Now is the time to act. Please protect our residents from the predatory tactics of the 
tobacco industry by ending the sale of flavored tobacco in Vermont.  

All Vermonters deserve to be free from nicotine addiction in order to live a long, 
healthy life.  
 
Sincerely,  
 



American Academy of Pediatrics Vermont Chapter  

American  Can cer Society Can cer Action  Network 

American  College of Card io logy 

American  Heart Association  

American  Lu n g Association  

Blu e Cross Blu e Sh ield  

Boys & Girls Clu b  of Greater Vergen n es 

Campaign  for Tobacco  Free Kids 

Care Partn ers Adu lt Day Cen ter 

Cen tral Vermon t Med ical Cen ter 

City of Win ooski 

Coalition  for a Tobacco  Free Vermon t 

Dad  Gu ild  

Dan ville  Ch ap ters of OVX an d  VCAT 

Greater Bu rlin gton  YMCA 

In terfaith  Pu blic Health  Network 

Lamoille  Family Cen ter/Health y Lamoille  Valley 

Local Motion  

Lu n d  Cen ter  

Meetin g Waters Verm on t 

Men tor Vermon t 

Mosaic Vermon t 

North west Med ical Cen ter 

Ou trigh t Vermon t 

Porter Med ical Cen ter 
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Prevention Works VT!  

Recovery VT/Th e Vermon t Association  of Men tal Health  & Add iction  Recovery 

SHAPE Vermon t 

Th e Collaborative Preven tion  Coalition  

Town  of Weybridge  

Un ited  Way of Add ison  Cou n ty 

Un ited  Way of North west Vermon t 

Un iversity of Vermon t Ch ild ren ’s Hosp ital  

Un iversity of Vermon t Health  Network 

Un iversity of Vermon t Health  Network Med ical Grou p   

Un iversity of Vermon t Med ical Cen ter 

Vermon t Academy of Family Ph ysician s 

Vermon t Allian ce of Boys & Girls Clu bs 

Vermon t Stu den t An ti-Racism Network 

Vermon t Association  of Hosp itals an d  Health  Systems 

Vermon t Bu sin esses for Social Respon sib ility 

Vermon t Cen ter for Card iovascu lar an d  Brain  Health  

Vermon t Den tal Society 

Vermon t Med ical Society  

Vermon t Moms 

Vermon t-NEA 

Vermon t Prin cipals' Association  

Vermon t Pu blic Health  Association  

Vermon t Sch ool Boards Association  

Vermon t State Sch ool Nu rses Association  

Vermon t State You th  Cou n cil 



Voices for Vermont’s Children  

Win dh am NAACP 

YMCA Allian ce of North ern  New En glan d  

 

 

 
 


